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LA.TE FALL AND WINTER BIRD RECORDS, 1926 TO 
1930, IN THE UPPER MISSOURI VALLEY 
WM. Y OUNGWORTH 
These records are intended to be a continuation of the winter 
bird lists of the Upper Missouri Valley, started in 1916 by Dr. T. 
C. Stephens, of Morningside College. Later Mr. Charles J. Spiker, 
of New Hampton, Iowa, published the winter records from 1922 
to 1926, and the present paper begins at the latter year. 
The previous papers have given a very complete account of the 
topography of this region and therefore the writer will confine 
himself to a short summary of the unusual bird records. The period 
covered by this paper has not offered the great flights of northern 
birds, which was witnessed several years ago. This fact will be 
noted by the near absence or complete lack of records of the Snowy 
Owl, Snow Buntings, Cross bills, Bohemian Waxwings, and others. 
Instead we find that we have several records of a few birds of one 
species, or of a single bird of a species, and in this group are the 
Surf Scoter, White-winged Scoter, Lewis's Woodpecker, Red-
bellied Woodpecker, Saw-whet Owl, Northern Shrike, and both 
the American and Ferruginous Rough-legged Hawks. 
Many of the records of water fowl and the birds of prey are 
published through the kindness of Mr. H. S. Linn, local taxiderm-
ist. The writer also wishes to acknowledge the aid received from 
Dr. T. C. Stephens, Charles J. Spiker, Walter W. Bennett, Mrs. 
H. M. Bailey, and other members of the Sioux City Bird Club. 
Some of the records below are late fall or early spring dates, but 
were considered important and are therefore included. 
Pntn-BILLED GREBE. Podilymbus podiceps. This common grebe 
is often found late in the fall, viz., November 5, 1929. 
DoUBLE-CRitsn:n CORMORANT. Pha/,acrocorax auritus. A bird 
was taken at Crystal Lake, Dakota county, Nebraska, and was 
received by Mr. Linn on October 18, 1926. 
AMERICAN MERGANSER. M ergus americanus. Specimens of this 
duck have been sent to Mr. Linn for mounting on the following 
dates: 
November ?, 1925, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
December 9, 1926, from Brown's Lake, Iowa. 
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November 16, 1927, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
November 29, 1927, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
November 19, 1928, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
HoomtD MERGANSER, Lophodytes cucullatus. Two birds of this 
species have been seat to Mr. Linn for mounting, both were taken 
in Woodbury county, Iowa, on November 2 and 4, 1927. 
BLACK DucK. Anas rubripes. Mr Linn has received and mounted 
Black Ducks at regular intervals as follows : 
November 3, 1925, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
November 19, 1926, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
October 21, 1927, from Union county, South Dakota. 
November 27, 1928, from Union county, South Dakota. 
October 9, 1929, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
November 8, 1929, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
GREEN-WINGED TEAL. N ettion carolinense. This fine little duck 
is placed on the list because of its seeming scarcity in this vicinity. 
Mr. Linn has mounted two specimens as follows: 
October 27, 1926, from Union county, South Dakota. 
October 30, 1929, from Woodbury county, Iowa.· 
WOOD DucK. Aix sponsa. This beautiful duck is also becoming 
rare in this region. A specimen taken by mistake was sent to Mr. 
Linn for mounting on November 8, 1929, from Woodbury county, 
Iowa. 
RING-NECKED DucK. Marita collaris. A single bird taken No-
vember 14, 1928, in Union county, South Dakota, was sent to Mr. 
Linn. 
BuFFLE-HEAD. Charitonetta albeola. Three birds have been 
received by Mr. Linn as follows: 
November 6, 1926, from Crystal Lake, Dakota county, Nebraska. 
November 14, 1927, from Alta, Iowa. 
November 7, 1929, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
AMERICAN GOLDEN-EYE. Glaucionetta clangula americana. Mr. 
Linn received a bird November 15, 1927, taken in Union county, 
South Dakota. 
WHITE-WINGED ScoTER. Oidemia deglandi. There have been 
several recent records of this uncommon migrant and all from 
Mr. Linn's files. 
November 7, 1927, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
October 25, 1928, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
October 19, 1929, from Brown's Lake, Iowa. 
October 19, 1929, from Brown's Lake, Iowa. 
November 5, 1929, from Beresford, South Dakota. 
SuRF ScoTER. Oidemia perspicillata. We have just one recent 
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local record for this sea duck. A bird was taken in November, 
1925, in Woodbury county, and was sent to Mr. Linn for mount-
ing. 
KING RAIL. Rallus elegans. This is another late fall record 
inserted for its importance. This large rail was taken early in 
November, 1925, in Union county, South Dakota, and was sent to 
Mr. Linn. 
WILSON'S SNIPE. Gallinago delicata. This regular migrant is 
placed here because of it's presence in the late fall. Usually seen 
until November, with a late date of November 8, 1928. 
SOLITARY SANDPIPER. Tringa solitaria. Solitary Sandpipers 
were common at Sioux City from August 9, 1929, until October 
16, 1929, and are included for that reason. 
KILLDEER. Oxyechus vociferus. Stays late in the fall in this 
region, viz., November 5, 1929. 
BoB-WHITE. Colinus virginianus. Quail are seen in about the 
usual numbers in sheltered places, especially along the Missouri 
River. I have recently found them within the city limits on several 
occasions. 
RING-NECKED PHEASANT. Phasianus torquatus. This foreign 
game bird has been rapidly increasing and will soon take the place 
of our native birds. During the past winter many pheasants have 
been found dead, usually along the railroad right-of-ways. 
PRAIRIE CHICKEN. Tympa.nu,chus americanus. The writer's ob-
servations agree with the former lists in that the Prairie Hen is 
steadily decreasing in numbers. Only a few birds have been 
reported in the past four years. 
MOURNING DovE. Z enaidura macroura. Mourning Doves often 
stay in and about Sioux City until late in November and some 
probably winter in this region. The latest date that I have is De-
cember 29, 1929. 
MARSH HA WK. Circus hudsonius. This species is noticed until 
late in November and two winter records are, February 12, 1929, 
and February 7, 1930. 
SHARP-SHINNED HAWK. Accipiter velox. This small hawk as a 
rule is not found in this area in the middle of winter. A late fall 
record is October 18, 1928, and an early spring record is March 8, 
1929. 
CooPER'S HA WK. Accipiter cooperi. A fall record for this hawk 
is November 15, 1928. Also a sight record on February 12, 1929, 
which is included for what it is worth. 
GoSHAWK. Astitr atricapillus. The writer observed a Goshawk 
on February 7, 1930, near the West Fork of the Little Sioux River 
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and this is the lone sight record during the four years. Mr. Linn 
received Goshawks for mounting on the following dates: 
November 6, 1926, f~om Woodbury county, Iowa. 
November 19, 1926, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
December 3, 1926, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
November 27, 1928, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
RED-TAILED HAWK. Buteo borealis. These large hawks are 
regular winter residents, although by no means common. One was 
seen on November 23, 1928, and another was noticed on February 
12, 1929. 
RED-SHOULDERED HAWK. Buteo lineatus. On November 15, 
1928, near Sergeants Bluff, Iowa, the writer found a dead hawk 
nailed to a tree and upon removing the bird, noted the characteristic 
shoulder patches and other markings and at once saw that the hawk 
was of this species. Again on November 23, 1928, while in Stone: 
Park, a city park, I found a dead hawk and after looking at it 
closely, I saw that this bird was also a Red-shouldered Hawk. 
AMERICAN RouGH-LEGGED HAWK. Archibuteo lagopus sancti-
johannis. This species was first seen on December 3, 1929, in Stone 
Park. On February 7, 1930, the writer saw an individual near 
Moville, Iowa, and later in the day saw two birds near Climbing 
Hill, Iowa. Mr. Linn received a very fine male bird on January 25, 
1930, which was taken at Anthon, Iowa. 
FERRUGINOUS ROUGH-LEG. Archibuteo ferrugineus. A captive 
bird taken October 26, 1929, was observed and identified as this 
species. Mr. Linn also mounted a bird sent in on December 10, 
1926, from Clay county, South Dakota. 
GOLDEN EAGLE. Aquila chrysaetos. During the last four years 
Mr. Linn has received Golden Eagles for mounting from the fol-
lowing places : 
October ?, 1925, from Plymouth county, Iowa. 
November 10, 1926, from Pender, Nebraska. 
November 15, 1926, from central Nebraska. 
February 26, 1927, from Strool, South Dakota. 
January 23, 1928, from Plymouth county, Iowa. 
January 18, 1929, from Wayne, Nebraska. 
BALD EAGLE. Halif£etus leucocephalus. There is only one record 
for this species, a bird taken on November 11, 1929, at Wayne, 
Nebraska, which was mounted by Mr. Linn. 
PIGEON HAWK. Falco columbarius. The Pigeon Hawk is a 
rather irregular migrant or winter visitor. A fall record was made 
on October 23, 1927, at McCook Lake, Union county, South Da-
kota. One of these smalf falcons stayed in the business district of 
4
Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science, Vol. 38 [1931], No. 1, Art. 102
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias/vol38/iss1/102
1931] BIRD RECORDS IN UPPER MISSOURI VALLEY 281 
Sioux City from December 30, 1929, and was seen regularly, until 
January 15, 1930. 
SPARROW HAWK. Cerchneis sparveria. This sprite little falcon 
stays late in the fall as shown by the date October 24, 1929. Mr. 
Linn received birds on October 5 and 6, 1926, from Plymouth 
county, Iowa. 
OSPREY. Pandion halidetus carolinensis. An Osprey was taken 
in November, 1925, at Crystal Lake, Dakota county, Nebraska, and 
sent to Mr. Linn. 
BARN OwL. Tyto alba pratincola. Quite a few fall records have 
been made of this interesting owl. The writer saw one on October 
3, 1929. Mr. Linn has received the following specimens: 
November ?, 1925, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
October 11, 1926, from Magnolia, Iowa. 
October 15, 1926, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
October 29, 1928, from Union county, South Dakota. 
November 11, 1929, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
April 2, 1929, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
LoNG-EARED OwL. Asio wilsonianus. This owl is without a 
doubt often over-looked and I believe it is a regular winter res-
ident. Some records are December 5, 1928, February 12, 1929, and 
October 1, 1929. Mr. Linn received the following birds: 
November 6, 1927, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
November 19, 1928, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
February 16, 1929, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
SHORT-EARED OwL. Asio fiammeus. Records for this ground 
roosting owl have been very scarce the past four winters. I have 
one record on January 29, 1930, at Bacon's Hollow, Sioux City. 
Mr. Linn has mounted only one specimen, which was sept in No-
vember 19, 1928, from W eiodbury county, Iowa. 
BARRED OWL. Strix varia. The Barred Owl has not been found 
with any regularity in this region in the last few years. The writer 
has one record on February 1, 1930, in the heavy timber along the 
Big Sioux River, in Woodbury county. 
SAW-WHET OWL. Cryptoglaux acadica. This small owl is one of 
our very uncommon winter visitors. One record of this owl was a 
bird taken in Woodbury county, Iowa, on November, 19, 1927, and 
sent to Mr. Linn for mounting. 
SCREECH OWL. Otus asio. Appears to be about as common as 
usual in this vicinity. 
GREAT HORNED OwL. Bubo virginianus. This large bird of prey 
is holding its own in spite of constant hunting. The writer has 
found these birds in the same places that Mr. Spiker found them 
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five or six years ago. There have also been numerous other sight 
records. Mr. Linn has mounted a good many of these birds and 
some were probably occidentalis, but here we will not try to deter-
mine the sub-species. The following are some of the birds which 
have been sent to Mr. Linn: 
December 15, 1926, from Plymouth county, Iowa. 
November 8, 1928, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
December 21, 1928, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
October 14, 1929, from Plymouth county, Iowa. 
October 24, 1929, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
November 28, 1929, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
December 3, 1929, from Woodbury county, Iowa. 
SNOWY OwL. Nyctea nyctea. The Snowy Owl has been notice-
able by its absence and observers, who witnessed the great flight of 
1917 and 1918 have for the most part failed to see a single owl 
since. Mr. Linn has mounted three out of state specimens as fol-
lows: 
December 10, 1926, from Clay county, South Dakota. 
January 28, 1927, from La Moure, North Dakota. 
December 12, 1929, from Mission Hill, South Dakota. 
BELTED KINGFISHER. Ceryle alcyon. Another record of winter-
ing Kingfishers is given here. A pair of this species were seen at 
Riverside Park, Sioux City, on December 27, 1928. 
HAIRY WOODPECKER. Dryobates villosus. One of our common 
winter residents. 
DowNY WOODPECKER. Dryobates pubescens medianus. A com-
mon winter resident, usually more abundant than the last species. 
RED-HEADED WooDPECKER. M elanerpes erythrocephalus. Red-
headed Woodpeckers were present during the entire winter of 
1928-1929 and the writer counted as many as fifteen on a field trip. 
An abundant crop of acorns furnished a food supply, which the 
birds stored in knot holes and crevices. 
LEWIS'S WOODPECKER. Asyndesmus lewisi. The presence of a 
Lewis's Woodpecker at Riverside Park, Sioux City, furnished the 
ornithological surprise for the whole period. The first report of 
the bird was on November 28, 1928, by Mrs. W. J. Armour and 
Mrs. H. M. Bailey, and was later verified by many members of 
the Sioux City Bird Club. The woodpecker seemed to stay in the 
Council Oak tree, which is a bee tree and without a doubt bees 
were eaten along with the usaul acorn diet. 
This interesting woodpecker is a western form with the Black 
Hills of South Dakota as its normal eastern range. During Decem-
ber, 1928, and January and February, 1929, the bird was always 
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seen at the same place in the park and was last reported on March 
20, by Mrs. H. M. Bailey. 
RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER. Centurus carolinus. This bird is a 
rare species at any season of the year in the Upper Missouri Valley. 
A dead bird from Plymouth county, Iowa, was sent to Mr. Linn on 
December 4, 1929. 
FLICKER. C olaptes auratus luteus. A fairly common winter res-
ident; several are usually listed on every field trip. 
RED-SHAFTED FLICKER. Colaptes cafer collaris. A rather un-
common winter visitor. Two records are November 19 and 23, 
1928. 
PRAIRIE HORNED LARK. Otocoris alpestris practicola. A com-
mon resident usually found in small flocks, but at times may be 
seen in flocks of one hundred or more birds. 
MAGPIE. Pica pica hudsonia. Records for the Magpie are almost 
lacking during this period. Members of the Sioux City Bird Club 
saw several Magpies near Stone Park, but in Plymouth county, on 
October 31, 1926. 
BLUE JAY. Cyanocitta cristata. To be found at most any time, 
yet not in great numbers. Observers report Blue Jays at different 
feeding stations through-out every winter. 
CROW. Corvus brachyrhynchos. A common resident. Found in 
small flocks along the Missouri River where the channel is open 
below the packing plants. Mr. Linn received an albino crow taken 
on January 5, 1928, at Moville, Iowa. 
WESTERN MEADOWLARK. Sturnella neglecta. The Meadowlark 
is not a common winter resident, but does appear very early in the 
spring, viz., February 18, 1930. 
EvENING GROSBEAK. H esperiphona vespertina. A spring record 
is added at this point, because the writer felt that it was important 
enough to be published. On April 20 and 24, 1929, a few Evening 
Grosbeaks were watched by several members of the Bird Club, 
while the birds were staying in and about Grandview Park, Sioux 
City. Mrs. H. M. Bailey also reported this species during Novem-
ber, 1929. 
PURPLE FINCH. Carpodacus purpureus. Not a regular fall mi-
grant, with early dates of arrival as follows: October 23, 1927, and 
October 16, 1929. 
REDPOLL. Acanthis linaria. Redpolls have not been seen during 
the past three winters. Since the latter part of January, 1930, how-
ever, Redpolls have been noticed on every field trip, but not in 
large numbers. On February 7, the writer counted thirty-seven 
birds along the West Fork of the Little Sioux River and found that 
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the Redpolls were well scattered and were in small flocks of from 
four to ten birds. 
GOLDFINCH. Astragalinus tristis. A common winter resident 
through-out this area. 
PINE SISKIN. Spinus pinus. This species has not been seen 
during the mid-winter months, but is fairly common after March 1, 
most years. There have been several nesting records of the siskin 
in Sioux City, since 1926. 
HARRis's SPARROW. Zonotrichia querula. The Harris's Sparrow 
is an abundant migrant and stays late in the fall, viz., December 5, 
1926. 
TREE SPARROW. Spizella monticola. A very abundant winter 
resident, at times seems to congregate in certain spots and will be 
absent in many other likely places. 
SLATE-COLORED JuNCO. Junco hyemalis hyemalis. A common 
winter resident. Earliest date of fall arrival, September 24, 1929. 
Latest date of spring departure, May 15, 1927. 
SoNG SPARROW. Melospiza melodiia. Song Sparrows are not as 
a rule regular winter residents, but now and then a few stay during 
the most severe weather. Two birds were listed on February 7, 
1930, along the West Fork of the Little Sioux River. 
CARDINAL. Cardinalis cardinalis. A common resident and can 
be found in the coldest weather. The Cardinal is another bird that 
is moving its range northward and is now found in the extreme 
northwest corner of Iowa. 
BOHEMIAN WAXWING. Bombycilla ga.rrula. The writer con-
siders this species as a rather uncommon winter visitor. Mr. 
Charles J. Spiker saw several Bohemian Waxwings at Riverside 
Park, Sioux City, on January 22, 1927. A small flock of this 
species was observed on December 25, 1929, by Mr. E. A. Fields, 
and is given in Bird Lore's Christmas census. 1 The writer also 
noticed two birds of this species in Grandview Park, Sioux City, 
on March 4, 1930. 
CEDAR WAXWING. B01nbycilla cedroruni. This species of wax-
wing is seldom found here in midwinter, but is reasonably common 
very early in the spring. An interesting study was made of Cedar 
Waxwings which nested in Sioux City the past summer. The 
writer also watched another pair of birds feeding their young. 
NORTHERN SHRIKE. Lanius borealis. A northern species, which 
is not often seen in this region. On February 12, 1929, I saw a 
bird of this kind along the West Fork, near Holly Springs, Iowa. 
Another Northern Shrike was noticed on February 15, 1929, near 
1 Bird Lore, Vol. XXXII, No. 1, p. 56. 
8
Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science, Vol. 38 [1931], No. 1, Art. 102
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias/vol38/iss1/102
1931] BIRD RECORDS IN UPPER MISSOURI VALLEY 285 
Sergeants Bluff, Iowa. This latter bird was singing at the time and 
its varied whistles were much like those of our summer resident, 
the Migrant Shrike. 
WINTER WREN. Nannus hienialis. A tiny wren, which I believe 
passes by unnoticed in many cases and by careful watching will be 
found to be a tolerably common migrant. The writer has several 
fall records, although none later than October 18. 
BROWN CREEPER. C erthia familiaris americana. An ever present 
winter resident. The numbers of this species seem to vary, for in 
1926 and 1927 the birds were not abundant as they have been the 
last two years. By careful count, twenty-six Brown Creepers were 
listed in a small patch of heavy timber below Floyd's Monument, 
on December 6, 1929. The earliest fall arrival, October 1, 1929. 
Last spring date, April 22, 1929. 
WHITE-BREASTED NuTHATCH. Sitta carolinensis. A common 
resident, present in about the same numbers every winter. 
RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH. Sitta canadensis. An uncommon 
transient. Mrs. T. M. Murdoch reported one at her feeding station 
during December, 1927. A Red-breasted Nuthatch was also re-
ported in Bird Lore's 1929 Christmas census by members of the 
Sioux City Bird Club.2 
TUFTED TITMOUSE. Baeolophus bicolor. The whistled call note 
of this active bird is seldom heard in our vicinity and then only in 
the eastern part of Woodbury county. My one winter record for 
the Tufted Titmouse is on February 12, 1929, near Moville, Iowa. 
BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE. Penthestes atri_capillus. A common 
resident both in the city and the surrounding country. 
GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET. Regulus satrapa satrapa. This 
little kinglet is often here late in the fall and was almost common 
until December 26, 1929. 
ROBIN:. Planesticus migratorius. There are always many news-
paper accounts of wintering Robins and the past four winters 
have also had-the usual Robin stories. The birds arrived very early 
this year and the writer saw several on February 23. 
BLUEBIRD. Sialia sialis sialis. Bluebirds have been seen in winter 
for several years and I consder them as regular winter birds. 
During the present winter a small flock has been seen at intervals 
in Riverside Park, Sioux City. 
Srnux CITY, lowA. 
2 Bird Lore, Vol. XXXII, No. 1, p. 56. 
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